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HANDOUT
SUMMARY:
Word choice:
--sound: quality (soft or hard sounds), repetition, word length
--mood
--gender

--connotation (positive or negative)
--focus on passages of high emotion or high drama

Rhythm:
--vary tempo
--to increase speed
--establish rhythm and add syllables
--lengthen words and sentences
--soften punctuation (dashes, exclamation points, commas, question marks)
--to slow tempo
--use monosyllabic words
--shorten sentences
--full stop punctuation (periods)

Image control:
--use metaphor and simile only where a strong response is important
--decide purpose of image: what mood is being intensified?
--choose the “telling detail”, what’s most unique and vivid about the image
--use related vocabulary both before and after metaphor/simile to extend its effect

Write for the reader:
--A writer’s work is judged not by her intention, but by the reader’s comprehension.
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1.Word choice:

Word Sound Mood Gender Connotation

+/-

Rose Rolls with r. Rounds Sensual, F-woman’s + cultivated
lips into a kiss, uses romantic, sexy, proper name | plant
tongue in zz sound not innocent

Dandelion | Bouncy—repetition of Cheerful, bright, | M-fancy - weed

d ’sand n’s pulls ear childlike dresser; king
along. Polysyllabic, very of beasts
rhythmic.

Red

Scarlet

Saunter

Stride

Small

Magnificent

Broccoli

Oyster
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From The Windhover
By Gerard Manley Hopkins

T I A /- /A
I caught this morning morning’s minion; king-
R | R R
dom of daylight’s dauphin, dapple-dawn-drawn Falcon, in his riding
I Y A A

Of the rolling level underneath him steady air, ...

From No Worst, There is None
By Gerard Manley Hopkins

No worst, there is none. Pitched past pitch of grief,
More pangs will, schooled at forepangs, wilder wring.

2. Rhythm Exercise:

Write a speech for one character in which you express a transition from sorrow to anger.
Sentence one: set a regular rhythm.

Sentence two (the point of greatest despair): slow down the speech with a succession of
monosyllables and hard punctuation.

Sentence three: go back to the regular rhythm.

Sentence four (the point of fury): should imitate the flurry of speed in Line 3 of The
Windhover. You can do this with longer words or with phrases which are heard almost as
one word, such as “get out of here” or “see you later”.

Prose example: | can’t remember when I’ve felt this bad. John’s death came fast, too fast.
| can’t believe he’s gone. How can I forget that | saw the man | love die in agony?
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From Poem #656
By Emily Dickinson

The name—of it—is “Autumn”—
The hue—of it—is Blood—

An Artery—upon the Hill—

A Vein—along the Road

Prose example: from Atonement by lan McEwan: Fretting, concentrated thought,
reading, looking, wanting—all were to be avoided in favor of a slow drift of association,
while the minutes accumulated like banked snow and the silence deepened around her.

3. Metaphor/simile exercise:

Choose a mood. Invent a metaphor or simile to support the mood. Close your eyes and
picture the image to find the telling detail: color, motion, temperature, etc. Write 1 or 2
sentences including the metaphor/simile. Use vocabulary both before and after which
strengthens your image and thus intensifies your mood.
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