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How to contact us: 
Extended guidelines are available from Harlequin Mills & Boon, Eton House, 
18-24 Paradise Road, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 1SR, United Kingdom, or from 
eHarlequin.com and millsandboon.co.uk 

 

Sheila Hodgson is a Senior Editor at Harlequin Mills & Boon Limited in 
London. During her 15 years in this role she has managed series and 
acquired romance fiction widely across the Mills & Boon imprint.  She currently 
manages the Mills & Boon Medical line and the Mills & Boon anthology 
programme and acquires across Harlequin’s UK acquired series Presents, 
Romance, and Medical and Historical series.  
 
Prior to her work at Harlequin Mills & Boon Sheila was an acquiring and 
Managing editor working on general women’s fiction, firstly at the Penguin 
Group in the UK, then at MacDonald & Co Publishers Ltd and spent a couple 
of years as a freelance editor, copy-writer and editorial consultant. 
 
Sheila has been reading contemporary and historical romance novels since 
being introduced to them in her teens by her mother and grandmother. She 
feels privileged that her job allows her to indulge her romance reading and 
finds working with authors and seeing their writing careers develop hugely 
rewarding.   
 

 

Tessa Shapcott is the Executive Editor of the Harlequin Mills & Boon series 
that are commissioned in London, England. Her special responsibilities are 
the Harlequin Presents, Harlequin Presents Extra and Modern Heat lines.   
 
Tessa started her career in publishing by working for a literary agency, before 
moving on to become an acquiring editor for children’s books, including 
teenage fiction. But Tessa had already begun a life-long love-affair with the 
Alpha Male Hero when her grandmother gave Tessa her own 1936 first edition 
of Margaret Mitchell’s Gone With the Wind on Tessa’s tenth birthday.  When 
her career in publishing led to being employed as Editor at Mills & Boon, she 



How to Sell to Harlequin’s London Office/Shapcott/Hodgson 

Workshop presenters:  Sheila Hodgson and Tessa Shapcott, Harlequin Mills & 

Boon 

6 

knew she’d died and gone to heaven.  Over twenty years later, she’s still there 
and having the time of her life…  
 


