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Top Tips:  

 
 
• Plot is all about character, character, character! 
 
• Choose your set-up carefully – if it is a conventional one make sure you are 

bringing unique elements through character and voice 
 

• Understand why the convention works before you twist it 
 
• Make sure your characters are driving the plot 

 
• Use the plot to squeeze all the emotional juice out of your characters! 

 
• Characters must be well motivated 

 
• Don’t use clichéd characters 
 
• Never EVER let the plot get in the way of the romance – change the plot, not 

your characters!  
 

• The reader is interested in reaction not just action 
 
• Know what plot needs to be on the page 

 
• The black moment should never be a plot device or there just for dramatic effect 

 
• Be wary of using secondary characters to move along your plot 

 
• Prologues and Epilogues – use with care 

 
• Choose a plot that is suitable for the series you are targeting 
 
• Your reader will believe in any plot if they believe in your characters 

 
• The characters are going on a journey - think of the plot as the road not the 

destination! 
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